
Building the Right to Health Movement



Writing Letters to 
the Editor



Agenda

•What is an LTE?
•Making your LTE EPIC
•Let’s write an LTE!
•How to get Published
•You’re published, now what?



Letters to the Editor



What is an LTE?

➢ A clear and concise 100-300 word letter 
in response to current events or a recently 
published article

➢ Usually one but can be multiple authors



Why write an LTE?

•Quick-to-write and powerful
•Generates coverage
•Amplifies our voice
•Decision makers care



Making your LTE EPIC



Keep your LTE EPIC

Frame your letter in 
the EPIC format: 

Engage audience



Keep your LTE EPIC

Frame your letter in 
the EPIC format: 

Problem statement



Frame your letter in 
the EPIC format: 

Inform on solution

Keep your LTE EPIC



Frame your letter in 
the EPIC format: 

Call to action

Keep your LTE EPIC



Is your LTE EPIC?

•Engage audience 
•Problem statement 
•Inform on solution 
•Call to action 



Practice!

http://www.dailyuw.com/opinion/article_e5951b84-054c-11e7-b8c8-9bed3b9907da.html


Let’s write an LTE!



Let’s Write!

• What Publication? 
• Think local
• Relationship to target
• Relationship to audience

• What are their rules?
• Length
• Article Requirements
• Author Requirements
• When do they publish? 



Audience

Who do you want your piece to reach? 



Let’s Write!

• What’s the hook?
• Timing is Key
• Relevant
• Newsworthy

• Respond to article/ 
current events

• What’s the problem?
• One sentence 

summary
• Be clear
• Think big picture



Let’s Write!

• What’s the solution?
• Use the rationale for our 

advocacy asks.
• Write the ask(s) in 1-2 

sentences.
• Call to Action

• Name the target.
• Ask voters for something.
• Ask target for something.



How to get published



PIHE Efforts



Follow Up!

•If you don’t get a confirmation
•If you don’t get published
•If you do get published



You’re published – 
now what?



Share your LTE

• Once you’re published:
• Fill out the LTE report form: 

http://engage.pih.org/lte_tool
• Tell your coach!

• Share:
• With your team
• With your target
• On social media (FB PIHE group)

http://engage.pih.org/lte_tool


Putting it all together
1. Decide on a target publication and read 

rules.
2. Begin with your hook.
3. Outline the problem.
4. Detail solutions.
5. Call the audience to action.
6. Edit: check for flow and rules.
7. Submit your letter.
8. Fill out LTE report form, tell your coach, 

and share!



Next Steps

•Draft your LTE from the worksheet
•Submit your LTE
•Teach your team! 
•Share your success



Key Takeaways for LTEs

• Make sure you have a clear hook and message!
• What are you responding to?
• What ideas or solutions do you want to advance?

• Your writing should be…
• Positive, personal, and values-based
• Assertive and confident as well as credible

• You want to…
• Think about your audience (target)
• Make policy and social justice issues personable 

(relate)
• Combine data with themes and anecdotes (validate)
• Hit an emotional point (connect)



PIHE Network


